
2007 Local Grants Round 2 winners 
 
Here is a list of the winners of the second round of 2007 Local Grants. 
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NSW  
 
Assistance Dogs Australia, Heathcote 
Assistance Dogs Australia provides wheelchair-bound children and young people with an 
Assistance Dog to aid them in everyday activities, from turning on a light to crossing the road. 
Assistance Dogs Australia will use their Local Grant to train companion dogs for children and 
youth in need. The unconditional love and support offered by a companion dog not only 
changes the everyday life of a wheelchair-bound child or young person, but also improves 
their self-esteem and sense of independence. 

Bateau Bay Police and Community Youth Club, Bateau Bay 
Bateau Bay Police and Community Youth Club received a Local Grant for their youth 
intervention project, ‘Positive Pennie/Pete Program’. The program provides young people who 
have breached the law, or who are at risk of offending, with the knowledge and support to 
develop their personal values of self-esteem, motivation, teamwork and responsibility so they 
can grow as valued members of the community. The grant will be used to fund a program 
which diverts young people from a criminal pathway and reduces the factors which may lead 
to their offending. 

Bravehearts Inc, Royal Exchange 
Bravehearts Inc consists of members of the community – from parents and friends to 
professionals – who come together in the hope of preventing the tragedy of child sexual 
assault. Bravehearts Inc will use their Local Grant for the implementation of ‘Ditto's Keep Safe 
Adventure Education Program’, which is a half-hour live show, developed by professionals, 
that teaches children the skills to keep safe from sexual predators. The grant will make it 
possible for the program to be rolled out to every public school in New South Wales, raising 
awareness of child sexual assault amongst children and the community. 

CanTeen, Dangar 
CanTeen brings together young people aged 12 to 25 who are suffering from cancer. 
CanTeen received a Local Grant to be used for the renovation of their meeting venue, which 
was destroyed in the recent Newcastle floods. With the loss of the facility, members of 
CanTeen lost their ability to share stories, laugh and make friends with other young people 
going through the same experience. The grant will be used to create a bigger, brighter and 
more accessible space that helps to relieve the emotional and physical suffering caused by 
their illness. 

Circles of Learning, Double Bay 
Circles of Learning received a Local Grant for ‘The Clever Kid Health & Play Program’, which 
manages behavioural problems and learning difficulties in children aged five to seven years. 
The program exercises both body and mind to help children improve concentration, manage 
feelings and behaviour, and build self-esteem. Activities include growing an edible garden, 
brain gym movements, storytelling, breathing and relaxation, and yoga. The program was 
recently repackaged to align with state specific school syllabus, which means the grant will 
help the program to be implemented nationwide. 

Giant Steps Sydney, Gladesville 
Giant Steps is a school based in Gladesville which caters specifically for children suffering 
from autism. Acknowledging the absolute necessity of a suitable reading age for the post 
school success of its students, Giant Steps received a Local Grant for the development of its 
‘BookMatch’ program. BookMatch is a reading resource database which will allow teachers to 
quickly and efficiently assemble reading resources to improve the comprehension of a 



particular word that is of considerable difficulty to the student. The BookMatch database is a 
highly valuable resource which will improve the learning of its students for years to come. 

House With No Steps, Forbes 
House With No Steps received a Local Grant for its ‘Little Learners Early Childhood 
Intervention Project’ based in Forbes and the surrounding rural areas. The program provides 
support and growth opportunities for infants and young children (up to five years), who suffer 
from developmental delays or disabilities. Through education, therapy, health services and 
the provision of information, the program aims to promote optimal growth and development 
for disabled children, as well as enable, empower and support their families. 

Ku-ring-gai Youth Development Service Inc. (KYDS), Lindfield 
Utilising a ‘prevention rather than cure’ approach, Ku-ring-gai Youth Development Service Inc. 
(KYDS) is a non-profit community support service which seeks to help young people gain 
control of their lives before they reach crisis point. KYDS offers Anger Management and 
Stress Management training as well as individual and family counselling for youth at crisis 
point. KYDS will use their Local Grant to fund and develop materials for various programs. 

Lake Cargelligo District Community Children's Centre Association, Lake Cargelligo 
Lake Cargelligo District Community Children's Centre Association received a Local Grant for 
the upgrade of their bathroom facilities which currently pose health, hygiene and safety 
issues. Due to the ongoing drought which affects the region, fees and fundraising from 
families within the community are unable to support the much-needed upgrade, which 
threatened the closure of the school. With the grant, the pre-school will not only be able to 
provide a safe environment for their students, but teach them the vitals skills of personal 
hygiene during their formative years. 

Mercy Works Inc., Lewisham 
Mercy Works Inc. provides much needed practical resettlement support to refugees and 
humanitarian entrants who have to face the challenges of a new country, new language and 
new lives. They received a Local Grant for their ‘Classroom Connect’ program, which 
provides support for year 10-12 students who have low language, literacy and numeracy 
proficiency due to interrupted or no schooling in their country of origin. Classroom Connect 
provides one-on-one educational support to these students in order to make their transition 
into the mainstream school system a less confronting experience. 

Mission Australia, Sydney 
Mission Australia, a not-for-profit community service organisation, received a Local Grant for 
their ‘Miller Pathways Vacation Program’ that supports the underprivileged community of 
Miller in south-west Sydney. Run in the school holidays, the program employs a wholistic 
approach that involves activities for the entire family, promoting healthy social interaction. 
Furthermore, as there are a number of families involved in each session, rather than one-on-
one, the workshops encourage the development of a family friendly community for the region. 

Moree Plains Gallery, Moree 
The Moree Plains Gallery provides a cultural and educational space for locals to view and 
take part in art, music and performance by artists within and outside the region. The gallery 
received a Local Grant to implement daily art classes for nine- to 16-year-old Kamilaroi 
children, including those from homes of drug addiction and alcohol abuse. The classes aim to 
develop skills, relieve boredom and encourage young people to keep the Kamilaroi culture 
alive. 

Northumberland Network, Cessnock 
Northumberland Network received a Local Grant for its ‘Let’s Read’ program implemented in 
the Cessnock area. The program trains and provides resources for professionals within the 
community to work closely with families to develop their children’s literacy skills. Resources 
include information leaflets, suggested reading lists and a guidance DVD to support parents 
and reinforce the importance of reading with their children. 



Nutrition Australia, Oak Flats 
Nutrition Australia is a non-government, non-profit community organisation aimed at 
improving the health and wellbeing of all Australians. Nutrition Australia received a Local 
Grant for its ‘Kinder Nutrition Program’, which provides skills, training and resources to 
kindergartens on proper nutrition choices, instilling positive habits for the future. The program 
also provides practical information to parents, such as how to prepare a healthy lunchbox for 
their children. 

OzHarvest Limited, Alexandria 
OzHarvest Limited is a food rescue charity that collects excess food from restaurants, 
corporate offices, cafes and caterers, and delivers it to charities, providing meals for Sydney's 
homeless and vulnerable. OzHarvest received a Local Grant for the ‘Project Food for Redfern 
Youth’ program, which provides meals to charities in Redfern and Waterloo that support 
homeless children and young people. The food deliveries help feed youth who face drug and 
alcohol problems, domestic violence, teenage pregnancy, homelessness and poverty. 

Pole Depot Neighbourhood Centre Incorporated ‘YouthZone Youth Centre for St 
George’, Hurstville 
YouthZone is a not-for-profit community service which provides a number of programs aimed 
at improving the lives of young people aged 12 to 24 years. The Local Grant awarded to 
YouthZone will be used to fund its ‘Health for Life Program’ which provides ‘at risk’ young 
people in the St George area with skills and information to improve their physical and in turn, 
mental, health. Workshops teaching skills in food preparation, healthy eating choices and 
physical exercise are run in a safe and supportive environment with the aim of not only 
improving physical health but also individual self-esteem and social interaction skills. 

RUSH Youth Mentoring Newcastle, Cardiff 
RUSH Youth Mentoring provides a valuable mentoring service to 12- to 16-year-olds of the 
Newcastle area who have been identified as having behavioural issues within their school 
setting. The Local Grant will be used for the implementation of Self-Esteem Seminars and the 
continuation of mentoring activities. The Self-Esteem Seminars are designed to increase 
resilience and self-esteem in young people through activities such as motivational speakers, 
while the mentoring program builds confidence through a range of activities such as BBQ’s 
and boating excursions. 

St George Police and Community Youth Club, Rockdale 
St George Police and Community Youth Club received a Local Grant for its ‘Cool Summers’ 
program, which runs during the warmer months and educates local youth on community 
issues such as racism and crime. Working with young offenders and ‘at risk’ youth, the 
program involves a series of crime prevention workshops, presentations by motivational 
speakers, lifestyle presentations and sporting activities. Cool Summers deals with the root of 
the problem, such as a lack in confidence and self-esteem, which in turn changes behaviours 
for the future. 

St. Anthony's Family Care, Croydon 
St. Anthony's Family Care is a not-for-profit organisation which provides a number of support 
services for members of the community, such as a Long Day Care Centre for children aged 
from birth to five years with disabilities. A Local Grant was received for the continuation of the 
Centre’s ‘High Support Program’, which offers individually tailored educational programs for 
children with disabilities such as autism. The program assesses children, develops and 
implements programs, and educates and teaches staff on appropriate strategies for the 
improvement of skills in self-care, productivity, play and leisure. 

Sunnyfield, Brookvale 
For more than 55 years, Sunnyfield has been providing employment, accommodation, skills 
training, therapy and respite services for individuals with intellectual disabilities such as 
autism, down syndrome, and hearing and sight impairment. Sunnyfield will use their Local 
Grant for the construction of a Sensory Physiotherapy Room for their boys' Group Home 
located in Castle Hill. The home houses four boys aged 12 to 15 years who suffer severe 



autism and require 24-hour-a-day care. The Sensory Physiotherapy Room will offer the boys 
a safe and secure environment in which to develop the skills required to reach their 
developmental goals. 

The Ella Community Centre, Haberfield 
The Ella Community Centre provides a number of support services for individuals with 
disabilities and their carers. The centre received a Local Grant for their ‘Early Childhood 
Health’ program. The program caters for children of the centre and aims to educate them on 
the importance of healthy eating and physical exercise. It offers nutritious meals, new 
equipment for safe and enjoyable physical activity, and trained coaches to run workshops. 
Through an awareness of the importance of a healthy lifestyle, positive habits are engrained 
for the future. 

The Twenty-Ten Association Inc., Newtown 
The Twenty-Ten Association is a long standing community-based organisation that provides 
support services – such as accommodation, counselling, group projects and community 
education – for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender (GLBT) young people, their families 
and communities. Twenty-Ten received a Local Grant for their mentoring program, which will 
give GLBT young people the opportunity to interact and receive positive guidance from peers 
within the community. The aim of the program is to improve social skills, community 
connectedness and self-esteem within these young people. 

Thubbo Aboriginal Medical Cooperative, Dubbo 
Providing social, emotional and medical support to the Dubbo Aboriginal community, the 
Dubbo Aboriginal Medical Cooperative received a Local Grant for its ‘Sister Support’ program. 
This program aims to educate local young Aboriginals of the importance of physical health 
through the registration of 20 Aboriginal netball teams into the local competition. Sister 
Support encourages and supports entrants to further their education, develop social skills, 
understand what it means to be part of a team and provides a support network for parents. 

Trustees of the St Vincent de Paul Society NSW, Petersham 
The St Vincent de Paul Society, with its long history in community service, received a Local 
Grant for its SPARK program – St Vincent de Paul Society Assisting Refugee Kids. SPARK 
provides physical and emotional support to the resettlement of refugees in Australia through a 
number of services, such as after school care programs, school adjustment support groups 
and group social events to facilitate community inclusion. SPARK offers refugees the 
opportunity for a smoother and more cohesive integration into their local communities. 

Vision Australia, Burwood 
Vision Australia work with the blind and vision impaired to achieve the possibilities they 
choose in life. Their ‘Dots for Tots’ literacy program earned Vision Australia a Local Grant for 
its work offering blind and vision impaired children the opportunity to develop literacy skills 
which are in line with their peers. Having to face a greater literacy challenge than their peers, 
this program offers the possibility for these children to reach their full academic potential. 

Youth off the Streets, Alexandria 
Youth of the Streets (YOTS) is a non-denominational and non-discriminatory charity assisting 
young people aged 12 to 21 years old who are dealing with issues of homelessness, abuse 
and neglect, exclusion from school, and drug and alcohol dependency. YOTS received a 
Local Grant for its ‘Self Discovery’ leadership camp which addresses issues of identity and 
self-respect through music, dance and song writing. The camp raises awareness and 
provides youth with tools to explore questions of health, citizenship and human rights which 
they can then use to lead others in their community. 

Good Beginnings Australia, Haymarket 
For more than 10 years, Good Beginnings have supported families in which children are 
suffering neglect by providing volunteers to educate parents in the everyday care of their 
children. In order to continue and extend this support, Good Beginnings received a Local 
Grant for the construction of an indoor playground at their premises, Livvi’s Place, in 



Campbelltown. The playground is designed to be a fun, safe and interactive haven for parents 
in distress to bring their children, conduct parenting workshops and perform counselling 
sessions. 

QLD 

The Queensland Society for Crippled Children, Corinda 
The Queensland Society for Crippled Children provides free physiotherapy, speech and 
occupational therapy, social work and orthotic services to disabled children, young adults and 
their families throughout regional Queensland. The Local Grant will provide modern lung 
muscle measuring systems (spirometers) for sick children. The equipment will help predict the 
suitability of the lungs to withstand surgery, due to its improved portability and wider range of 
measurements. The measurements and interchange of information that the equipment will 
enable will improve physio and hydrotherapy treatment techniques. 

Guide Dogs Queensland, Bald Hills 
Guide Dogs Queensland was established in 1961 and has been providing services to 
Queensland’s blind and vision impaired for more than 45 years. Their Local Grant will be used 
to fund the ‘Special Education of Blind and Vision Impaired Queensland Children’ program 
which trains children to travel confidently and safely. Programs are conducted on an individual 
basis via school outreach programs and in groups at residential camps in the Bald Hills centre 
during school holidays. The independence resulting from the program enhances the children’s 
integration into everyday life. 

Lifeline Community Care Queensland, Maryborough 
Lifeline provides counselling, personal support, self-care resources and training in local 
communities across Australia. Lifeline has been awarded a Local Grant to fund the ‘Stand 
and Deliver’ program which provides an opportunity for rural youth to work with and learn from 
successful business people and professional speakers. This partnership provides a rare 
opportunity for local youth to work with professional public speakers on their own public 
speaking skills. The program will improve the youth’s confidence and the opportunity to 
present their ideas and concepts to their peers and family members at a presentation night. 

Royal Brisbane & Women's Hospital Research Foundation, Brisbane 
The Royal Brisbane & Women's Hospital Research Foundation supports new research with 
the aim to provide a better quality of life for patients and a better medical outcome. Their 
Local Grant will fund equipment that will enable research in the seizure detection and 
prevention in newborns. This research will allow the hospital to identify babies who will 
manifest developmental problems before they occur. 

Whitfield State School P & C Association, Edge Hill 
The Whitfield State School P & C Association assists in providing amenities and 
improvements within the school. Their Local Grant will fund the program ‘Switched on for 
Sound’ that will provide an assistive technology suite in the school’s Special Education unit. 
Catering for students with disability, the unit will assist in developing physical and verbal 
development skills with the use of electronic voice output devices, allowing better 
communication. 

Metropolitan Caloundra Surf Life Saving Club Incorporated, Kings Beach 
The Metropolitan Caloundra Surf Life Saving Club has been awarded a Local Grant to 
purchase new sun safety vests for ‘nippers’. The grant will allow the club to purchase 250 
long-sleeved sun safety vests for children aged five to 14 years who are attending nippers 
training and competing in carnivals. 

Northside Community Care Inc., Everton Park 
Northside Community Care is based in the northern suburbs of Brisbane. It provides support 
programs for the relief of poverty, suffering, misfortune and helplessness of people regardless 
of age, sex, race, ethnic background, religion, political beliefs or marital status. They have 



been awarded a Local Grant for the ‘Blast-Off’ program, which provides support for families 
who are disadvantaged. The program provides the children of these families with a range of 
activities and motivational teaching to assist with life skill development, emotional health and 
social integration skills. Blast Off assists these children to develop skills that will allow them to 
integrate into the broader community. 

Life Education ‘Caring For Kids’ Inc., Bundaberg 
Better known for their mascot ‘Healthy Harold’, Life Education Bundaberg provides drug 
education programs to primary school-aged children. Life Education has been awarded a 
Local Grant for the program ‘Leave No Child Behind’, which ensures every child in Bundaberg 
meets Healthy Harold. This initiative will allow all primary school children in Bundaberg to 
access an ongoing health education program that will give them the skills and knowledge to 
make smarter and healthier lifestyle choices. 

Mission Australia, Stones Corner 
Mission Australia enables families, children, youth and homeless people in need find 
pathways to a better life through job assistance and skills development programs. Mission 
Australia has been awarded a Local Grant for their program ‘Pathways to Prevention: creating 
better futures’, which will offer two youth camps for ‘at risk’ children aged eight to 12 years. 
These camps will offer children experiences outside of their normal environment; including 
ropes courses, rafting and canoeing. The camps are targeted at children with low self-esteem 
who do not have the opportunity to participate in school camps or recreational programs. 

Mater Foundation, South Brisbane 
Mater Foundation is the philanthropic and community arm of Mater Health Services and the 
Mater Medical Research Institute that ensures patients have access to exceptional care. The 
Mater Foundation has been awarded a Local Grant to provide disabled children and their 
families access to information and services. This initiative will make it easier for parents and 
carers of disabled children to access relevant and useful information through an internet 
search portal. The portal will use a directory style format allowing individuals to search for 
various services relating to disability. 

Good Beginnings Australia, Townsville 
Good Beginnings Australia provides free support programs and services to families of 
children that are at risk of abuse or neglect. Good Beginnings have been awarded a Local 
Grant for the ‘Townsville Early Childhood Play & Learn Program’, an enhanced playgroup 
providing high quality development experiences for children and their parents. The initiative 
will also provide opportunities for parents to form relationships with other participants and to 
access helpful information to become better parents. 

Camira State School P & C, Gailes 
Camira State School P & C assists in providing amenities and improvements within the 
school. The P & C has been awarded a Local Grant to provide a three day per week school 
Chaplaincy Service. This service will provide pastoral care for students and families as well as 
support and counselling referral services, bereavement support and crisis support. The 
chaplain will also provide support for students who deal with issues such as self-esteem, 
friendships, peer pressure and the challenges that arise in everyday life. 

Yarrabah Police Citizens Youth Club, Yarrabah 
Yarrabah Police Citizens Youth Club provides recreational opportunities for young people to 
keep them off the streets. Providing a positive alternative to crime, their Local Grant will fund 
the ‘Yarrabah Arts and Crafts Co-op’ which will allow local youth exposure to recognised 
indigenous artists, art mediums, techniques and styles. The grant will be used to purchase 
much-needed equipment and provide art tuition and exposure to budding local artists. The 
resulting art work will be marketed through local Cairns Esplanade market days. 

Touched By Olivia Foundation, Norman Park 
The Touched By Olivia Foundation positively enhances the lives of children and their families 
through local grassroots initiatives. The foundation has been awarded a Local Grant to 



upgrade the Hawthorne Park play area to an all-access playground. The playground will be 
updated to include specialised disability equipment and facilities. The playground will include 
a liberty swing for disabled children; have soft fall rubber flooring; will include visual and audio 
stimulation appealing to all children, including the hearing and visually impaired; and be 
configured to maximise creative, physical, social and cognitive play for all. 

SA 

Community Lifestyles Inc – Murray Bridge 
Community Lifestyles is a non-profit organisation that provides a range of quality services to 
children and adults with disability in the Murray Mallee, Hills and Fleurieu regions of South 
Australia. Their Local Grant will fund new developmental equipment and provide opportunities 
for children to learn positive socialisation through play, in a fun and educational environment. 

Cora Barclay Centre for Deaf Children, North Adelaide 
Cora Barclay Centre for Deaf Children provides family focused services for hearing impaired 
children aged from birth to 18 years. The centre has been awarded a Local Grant to fund the 
program ‘Resilient Families’, a support and mentoring program for families with babies who 
are deaf and have other disabilities. An on-site counsellor will run workshops for improving 
family dynamics and sibling support in order to address issues of disability, grief, loss, 
depression, maternal bonding and emotional stress. A mentoring program will also be 
developed for new parents, which aims to empower parents and benefit their children. 

Create Foundation, Adelaide 
The Create Foundation provides opportunities and an independent voice for children who 
have been removed from their parents and placed in out-of-home care as a result of physical, 
sexual or emotional abuse or dangerous neglect. The South Australian office will use their 
Local Grant to fund the Create Community Fun Day for all children and young people in care. 
The focus of the day will be on having fun, being active, learning about the care sector and 
connecting with the broader community. 

Edmund Rice Camps SA Inc., Thebarton 
Edmund Rice Camps provide camps, day activities and other support programs to ‘at risk’ 
youth and their families. Edmund Rice Camps have been awarded a Local Grant for their 
‘Kids at Risk Camp – January 2008’. These camps are for young people between the ages of 
six and11 years and provide an environment that fosters positive self-esteem, personal 
development and relationship building, while providing achievable challenges and goals. 

Life Education, Marleston 
Better known for their mascot ‘Healthy Harold’, Life Education Marleston provides drug 
education programs for children from primary school to year 10. Life Education has been 
awarded a Local Grant for the program ‘Preventative Drug and Health Education for 
Disadvantaged Youth’. This initiative will directly assist disadvantaged youth to access 
preventative drug and health education programs state-wide, giving them the skills and 
knowledge to make smarter and healthier lifestyle choices. 

Riding for the Disabled Association SA, Port Lincoln 
Riding for the Disabled organises riding classes for disabled people who would like to learn to 
ride horses. Their Local Grant will assist in a much-needed upgrade of equipment for riders 
and horses. The program builds friendships and provides a challenging and exciting 
experience for children while they interact with their ponies. The grant will allow the program 
continue to help disabled children participate in a fun and inspiring activity. 

Good Beginnings Australia, Adelaide 
Good Beginnings Australia provides free support programs and services to families of 
children that are at risk of abuse or neglect. Good Beginnings have been awarded a Local 
Grant for the ‘Salisbury Intensive Volunteer Family Support Program’. This initiative supports 



families in building a safe and nurturing environment for children by increasing parenting 
confidence and motivation in ‘at risk’ homes. 

TAS 

The Create Foundation, Hobart 
The Create Foundation provides opportunities and an independent voice for children who 
have been removed from their parents and placed in out-of-home care as a result of physical, 
sexual or emotional abuse or dangerous neglect. The Tasmanian office will use their Local 
Grant to fund 'Be.Friend Workshops’ in the cities of Devonport, Launceston and Hobart. Each 
workshop will be a day of fun physical outdoor activities, providing the children with an 
opportunity to meet new friends in a safe environment. The program will assist these children 
in developing a sense of self-worth, build friendships with other children, improve 
relationships with carers and link them to supportive community members. 

Department of Health & Human Services North Eastern Soldiers Memorial Hospital, 
Scottsdale 
Through the program ‘Food, fun and families’, the Department will extend their educational 
schools program to cater for five local primary schools in the Scottsdale area. The program 
will extend throughout the community and increase community recognition about basic health 
care. Children will learn about the benefits of good nutrition by increasing their knowledge of 
food choices, healthy snacks, meal preparation and how to prevent chronic disease such as 
obesity and diabetes. 

Good Beginnings Australia Ltd, Hobart 
Good Beginnings Australia provides free support programs and services to families of 
children that are at risk of abuse or neglect. The ‘Hobart Volunteer Family Support Program’ 
will enable parents of vulnerable and ‘at risk’ babies and children to become better parents 
through skilled guidance. Families are linked to trained volunteers who offer support, 
information and friendship. The program develops parents’ self-esteem and confidence, 
allowing their children to experience better, more consistent parenting. 

Tasmanian Association of Police and Community Youth Clubs Inc., Hobart 
Tasmanian Association of Police and Community Youth Clubs (PCYCs) has 12 clubs across 
the state that provide recreational opportunities for young people to keep them off the streets, 
providing a positive alternative to crime. The Local Grant will upgrade facilities and allow 
Tasmanian PCYC’s to continue ongoing initiatives that began when the first club opened in 
1946 in Launceston. 

The Society of Multiply Disabled People of Tasmania Inc., Burnie 
The Society of Multiply Disabled People of Tasmania provides services for people with 
disabilities that increase their independence and programs that develop physical, social and 
recreational skills. Their Local Grant will fund new equipment for the ‘Multicap Woodwork 
Workshop’, an ongoing skills-based program that encourages creativity and improves self-
esteem. The program builds participants confidence and belief in their capabilities. 

VIC 

Aurora School Early Intervention, Blackburn 
Aurora School Early Intervention is an intervention service which provides support to deaf and 
hearing impaired children aged from birth to six years and their families. The school received 
a Local Grant for the development of a ‘Sing and Sign’ DVD that provides parents with the 
opportunity to engage with their children in the learning of Auslan. The DVD uses popular 
children’s songs to support development in an age appropriate setting, while allowing parents 
to have a hands-on role in their child’s development. 

Blackwood Special Schools Outdoor Education Centre Inc., Blackwood 
Blackwood Special Schools Outdoor Education Centre is a facility specifically designed to 



provide challenging outdoor experiences to a variety of students with special needs. The 
centre received a Local Grant for the construction of an Environmental Bird and Animal 
Observation Hut which will protect visiting native animals to the centre’s yabby dam, as well 
as providing a safe and educational space for students to observe such animals. The grant 
will also be used for the extension of the dam jetty that is accessible to wheelchair-bound 
students. Activities offered by the centre help to improve the students’ confidence, while also 
giving them the chance to take part in activities which would normally be outside the realm of 
their experience. 

First Maryborough Venturer Unit, Maryborough 
As a member of Scouts Australia, the First Maryborough Venturer Unit offers youth from the 
Maryborough and surrounding regions the opportunity to experience the outdoors through a 
number of organised activities. The unit received a Local Grant for the purchase of vital hiking 
equipment which will allow youth to undertake hiking in a safe and suitable manner. Hiking 
gives these young people the chance to challenge themselves, improve social interaction 
skills and build self-confidence. 

Fitzroy Adventure Playground (Cubbies), Collingwood 
Fitzroy Adventure Playground (Cubbies) is a free play space located beneath the Fitzroy 
Housing Estate, which acts as a casual drop-in service and ‘backyard’ for local six- to 16-
year-olds, including a number of refugees. As part of their services, Cubbies provide an Art 
Shelter and Work Space which they will use their Local Grant to expand, as the current space 
can only service five children at one time. The Art Shelter and Work Space are an integral 
part of Cubbies’ services, as it allows youth (especially the local Sudanese refugees) to 
engage with their emotions through their creativity, whilst having fun and extending their 
friendship network. 

Glastonbury Child and Family Services, Whittington 
Glastonbury Child and Family Services run an early years kindergarten centre for families of 
the vulnerable and underprivileged area of Whittington. The centre allows parents to attend 
and participate in activities with their children, tightening bonds, as well as offering parent 
specific courses and seminars such as first aid. The Local Grant will be used for a much-
needed upgrade of facilities such as a new garden, climbing equipment and accessible 
pathways which will create an enjoyable and safe place for the children to play. 

Hand Brake Turn, Dandenong 
Hand Brake Turn is an initiative aimed at disadvantaged youth who have found it difficult to 
integrate into mainstream education and employment. It offers hands-on, certified training in 
the automotive industry, with links to further employment. The Local Grant will be used to fund 
new equipment and the purchase of a new mini-van which transports participants to and from 
potential employment and training. This program has changed the lives of many youth giving 
them not only physical skills, but the confidence and self-esteem to enter the workforce. 

Horsham Centre: Riding for the Disabled Association of Victoria, Horsham 
As part of Riding for the Disabled Australia (RDA), the Horsham Centre provides facilities for 
intellectually and physically disabled children and young adults to gain freedom and 
confidence through horseriding. The Horsham Centre of RDA will use their Local Grant for the 
much needed upgrade of their facilities, which are currently posing health problems for many 
of the participants. The upgrade will ensure a safer environment and allow students to 
continue reaping the benefits of this valuable service. 

Kevin Heinze Garden Centre Inc, Doncaster 
Kevin Heinze Garden Centre is a horticultural therapy centre which provides a recreational 
and social outlet for people with disabilities. With their Local Grant the centre will implement 
an on-site orienteering program for children aged eight to 12 years with autism. The project 
will help to develop gross motor skills, tactile processing, visual stimulation, olfactory 
stimulation, social skills and encourage mild exercise, all in a safe and positive environment. 



Lighthouse Foundation, Richmond 
Lighthouse Foundation is an organisation which gives hope to young people who have been 
forced into homelessness. Lighthouse Foundation provides intensive support, a home, family, 
education and a new community to these young people, giving them opportunities for change 
that would otherwise be impossible. The Local Grant will be used for all aspects of the 
initiative including tuition fees, food, clothing and shelter. 

MacKillop Family Services, South Melbourne 
MacKillop Family Services works with young people who suffer from emotional, behavioural 
and learning difficulties. It offers a range of programs which empower these youth to reach 
their full potential. One such initiative is the St Augustine's Creative Arts Program, which 
offers a space for students with disadvantaged backgrounds to express themselves through 
creative arts. The Local Grant will be used to upgrade the space and purchase new 
equipment for the students. 

Try Youth and Community Services, Seymour 
Try Youth and Community Services run a number of community service programs in Victoria, 
aimed at providing support and protecting the social development of young people from 
kindergarten to late teens. One such initiative, which requires the assistance of a Local Grant, 
is an After School Care program in the rural town of Seymour. The funds will allow the 
program to commence, offering a safe and secure environment for primary school-aged 
children whose parents are unable to care for them due to work commitments. 

Yarraville Special Developmental School, Yarraville 
Yarraville Special Developmental School provides educational services to the moderately to 
profoundly intellectually disabled children aged five to eight years old. The school holds a 
strong belief that the benefits offered by physical activity are of the greatest importance to the 
students’ development and, in light of this, have initiated a ‘Safe Bike Education Program’. 
The Local Grant will allow the school to purchase more of the specialised tricycles, allowing 
the program to be extended to all students. 

WA 

Goldfields Individual & Family Support Association Inc., Kalgoorlie 
Goldfields Individual & Family Support Association Inc (GIFSA) works with individuals inflicted 
by disability, members of their family and carers to achieve and maintain a quality of life 
through the provision of community-based supports tailored to the individuals’ needs, wishes 
and circumstances. GISFA will use their Local Grant for the implementation of the 
‘Swimability’ program, which provides a safe and secure environment for disabled children 
aged six to 13 years to learn to swim. This initiative not only promotes water safety, but also 
builds confidence and promotes community inclusion. 

Association for the Blind of WA, Victoria Park 
Association for the Blind of WA provides support and training to the blind and vision impaired, 
assisting the development of skills needed to physically and socially interact in the world. The 
Social and Life Skills Activities program for blind children received a Local Grant to provide 
training in basic social skills, such as building friendships, personal grooming, preparing food 
and eating, communication styles, teamwork and cooperation. These skills will allow blind 
children to better communicate with their peers, assisting in positive growth within the 
community. 

Create Foundation, Perth 
Create Foundation generates opportunities and provides an independent voice for children 
and young people who have been removed from their parents and placed in out-of-home care 
as a result of physical, sexual or emotional abuse or dangerous neglect. Programs offer a 
secure, fun and challenging environment where activities aim to increase self-esteem and a 
feeling of self-worth. Create’s Perth office will use their Local Grant to fund the three-day 
‘Adventure Camp’, which will assist in the support and development of at risk youth. 



Ruah Community Services (Ruah Refuge), Mt Lawley 
Ruah Community Services (Ruah Refuge) provides accommodation and support services to 
women with children who are left homeless due to domestic violence or other significant life 
crises. Ruah Refuge received a Local Grant for the Kidz Club Group program which provides 
three courses individually tailored to the life experiences of different age groups. The 
programs will teach practical parenting skills and provide families with significant emotional 
support. 

The Salvation Army (WA) Property Trust, Morley 
The Salvation Army (WA) Property Trust runs a community centre, which provides a number 
of services to underprivileged people in the area. A main function of the centre is the Outside 
Hours School Care and Playgroup for children from disadvantaged families who require 
physical, social and emotional support. The centre will use their Local Grant for the upgrade 
of the children's outdoor area, including erection of a shade sail and other repairs. 

Therapy Focus Inc., Burswood 
Therapy Focus Inc. is a community-based organisation which provides children aged from 
birth to18 years suffering disability with therapy and professional support. Therapy Focus 
recognises the significant need for integration and will use their Local Grant to provide access 
equipment which will allow students to take part in physical activities outside school hours. 
This is a vital program that encourages fitness, improves self-esteem, and builds social skills 
and confidence. 

Nairana Study Centre, Pennant Hills 
Nairana Study Centre works with youth of all ages, providing them with the education and 
guidance to fully develop all aspects of their social and emotional character. Nairana Study 
Centre will use their Local Grant to build two Aboriginal community youth centres in Balgo and 
Santa Teresa, Central Australia. These centres are safe and secure spaces for local youth to 
participate in programs such as leadership building, Aboriginal culture, and general health 
and wellbeing. 

Variety Children’s Club, Kununurra 
Variety Children’s Club raises funds for the sick and disabled children of the Kununurra 
District, through the nationwide event Variety Bash. The Variety Children’s Club will use their 
Local Grant for the entry of ‘Watermelon Baby’ into the Variety Club Bash on behalf of 
children in the Kununurra area. 

NT 

Riding for the Disabled, Alice Springs 
Riding for the Disabled organises riding classes for disabled people who would like to learn to 
ride horses. Their Local Grant will assist in the much-needed upgrade of equipment for riders 
and horses. The grant will allow the program continue to help disabled children participate in 
a fun and inspiring activity. 

Good Beginnings Australia, Katherine 
Good Beginnings Australia provides free support programs and services to families of 
children that are at risk of abuse or neglect. They have been awarded a Local Grant for the 
program ‘Katherine Sing & Read Early Literacy Program’, which provides parents with books 
and educational music CDs to assist them in building their children’s literacy and numeracy 
skills at home. By making books and music freely available to parents of the Katherine 
community, Good Beginnings helps to build local children’s skills and better their education. 

The Smith Family, Darwin 
The Smith Family is a national, independent, social enterprise dedicated to supporting 
disadvantaged children and their families across Australia for more than 80 years. With their 
Local Grant, the Darwin office will fund the extension of the Moulden Park Homework Centre 
program to include non-Indigenous students. The program currently supports Indigenous 



students only, so the inclusion of non-Indigenous students would foster a stronger and more 
realistic approach towards reconciliation. 


