
While there is no clear road map to filling today’s gaps in U.S. infrastructure, there are a few 
steps government agencies and the private sector can take to make improvements. 

 

To learn more, download “Filling the Gap: A Realistic Look at 
Today’s Challenges and Opportunities in U.S. Infrastructure.” 

HOW TO FILL TODAY’S GAPS IN 
U.S. INFRASTRUCTURE

Based on a September 2017 Forbes Insights survey of 200 senior executives and government ocials in the U.S., the U.K. and Australia.

In Partnership With

       64% of global infrastructure executives and government 
ocials believe the U.S. is significantly underinvesting in its infrastructure, 
and 36% believe a crisis may soon emerge.

CONSIDER THIS:

Building Trust

72%
say infrastructure 
spending tends to 

be viewed by 
taxpayers as 

wasteful

71%
say taxpayers are 
unwilling to pay 

more for improved 
infrastructure

68%
say government 
agencies need to 

do a better job 
of “selling” 

infrastructure 
investments

59%
say private sector 
providers need to 
take similar steps 

Key Insight: Government agencies and the private sector need to take 
steps to reassure the public that projects and funding will not run o� the tracks.

Key Insight: Sustainability should now be second nature; 
everything is adaptive and everything is environmentally conscious. 

Embrace Innovations in Permitting, Design, 
Bidding, Ownership and Management 

77%
say much more 

needs to be done 
to streamline 
regulations

69%
say public sector 
project sponsors 

need to do 
significantly more 

to enable 
the sale or lease of 
infrastructure to 
the private sector

49%
say state and local 
jurisdictions need 
to be significantly 

more willing to 
relax restrictions 
on privatization

63%
say government 

agencies are 
significantly 
increasing 

sustainability 
requirements 

65%
of private enterprises 
say they are finding it 
necessary to invest 
significantly greater 

resources into 
understanding and 

providing sustainable 
solutions

Key Insight: One way to embrace innovation is by adopting “P3” structures and design/build concepts.

Seek New Sources of Financing 

Address Sustainability 

89%
of government 

agencies say 
they’re pursuing 
capital recycling

70%
are accessing 

Transportation 
Infrastructure 
Finance and 

Innovation Act 
(TIFIA) funding

83%
are issuing private 

activity bonds 

71%
say federal, 

state and local 
government 

agencies need to do 
significantly more to 

attract foreign 
investment in 
infrastructure

Key Insight: When it comes to financing, the trajectory is clear: more cash will need to be provided at the local level.

https://www.commbank.com.au/content/dam/commbank/corporate/pds/cba-report.pdf

