
YOUR CAR BUYING
CHECKLIST

Find out all you can about the model you want, such as its market value and what common problems the 

car can have.

Investigate what the RTA transfer cost would be, based on the sale price.

Obtain some insurance quotes.

Do a PPSR (formerly REVS) check on the car to make sure it doesn’t have any money owing
on it or has ben stolen.

Make sure the VIN, registration and engine number match the Certificate of Registration 

Check the body panels a re in line and the same colour.

Look for any signs of repair, including the boot and under the bonnet.

Check the tyres have the same amount of tread and that the car has a spare tyre, jack and wrench.

Check the suspension, making suCheck the suspension, making sure the car sits level and the bounce at each corner of the car is the same.

See if the upholstery is in good condition, looking for tears, stains and burns.

Test if the seats adjust smoothly.

Be mindful if the interior smells of mildew or stale water because this could mean leaks or flood damage.

Make sure all the accessories work, including instrument gauges, air conditioning and audio system.

Check the enging for signs of oil or fluid leaks

Listen for unusual noises, such as clattering or metallic sounds.

Decide how much you want to borrow.
 
Use our calculators to work out your repayments.

Apply for a Car Seeker pre-approval so you’ll be ready to make your purchase.

ORGANISE YOUR FINANCES

RESEARCH

CHECK THE CAR FOR PROBLEMS

From organising your car finance and researching models, to inspecting and test driving
a car, follow this useful checklist to make sure your car purchase is a successful one.

Make sure you have your funds organised so when you find the card you want, you don’t miss out.

The more information you know about the car you want, the more likely it is you’ll make a wise purchase.

Follow these steps to ensure you buy the car you want.



TAKE A TEST DRIVE

ASK SOME QUESTIONS

NEGOTIATION & PURCHASE

Check if the engine starts easily or stalls.

See if the engine idles smoothly or if there are unusual noises.

Look for engine lights on the instrument gauges.

See if the car blows smoke.

Listen for unusual noises when turning or full-locking the wheels.

Check for unusual noises from the suspension.

TTest to see if the brakes are responsive.

Notice if the engine lacks power.

Are these the original keys? If not, why?

Why are they selling the car?

Where is the car serviced? Can you see the log books?

How long have they owned the car?

Where was it purchased?

How do they use the car on a daily basis?
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Make sure you receive a written receipt when you leave a deposit.

Organise insurance (a cover note) before you pick up the car.

Organise a final receipt for the full amount (Notice of Disposal).

If buying from a dealer, negotiate on a cash sale before discussing finance, but remember 
having a pre-approval means you may be able to negotiate a better deal.

Definitely  take the car for a spin to check it’s running smoothly.

Before you purchase, ask the below questions of the seller.

A few key things to  remember when finalising the purchase of your car.
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